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Original Communications. [July, also, and the pain in moving the joint obliged him to give up his occupation, and have medical advice. while some are most bizarre in outline.
As to size, the smallest measures about -j-^th of an inch in diameter; the largest -y^th by ^^th of an inch.
Here and there are some bodies which resemble those last described, but their outline is less distinct; they seem made up of agglomerated granules.
In some parts, the bodies above-mentioned are closely packed together, accumulated into heaps of irregular shape. Lastly, the generally rapid progress of the disease has been cited as an evidence of its malignant character. Paget relates a case in which the patient died three and a half months after its first appearance; and in the one observed by Miiller, at Berlin, the duration of the disease was less.
The instances on record of patients having survived beyond the first year, are very few; and in some cases an operation has appeared rather to hasten the fatal termination.
The present case is an exception to this, presenting not simply an example of a patient living for nearly four years after the first appearance of the disease, but also affording an encouraging proof of the success which may occasionally attend an operation for its removal. The immunity from the disease which this patient enjoyed for a period of three years after amputation of the thigh, is the most imj)ortaut feature in the case; for however attractive many of the facts related may be to the pathologist, it is chiefly with reference to the success attending the operation that it will be considered valuable by the surgeon, who will hardly fail to regard it as an instance both of life being prolonged and health restored by the removal of the limb in which the disease was first seated, and apparently localized.* ,* In a case of osteoid canccr of the right femur, which I have had the opportunity of seeing at University College Hospital, under the care of Mr. Quain, since writing the above, secondary bony deposits were found under the pleura;, in the lungs, diaphragm, and omentum. The patient was a man. aged fifty-five years, who had had his right thigh broken by a sheep runnii.g against it about eleven months previously. No symptoms were noticed in this case during life indicating any affection of the chest.
